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Sounds of the Season featuring Nicole Zuraitis	 December 16, 2026
Outdoor Courtyard at the Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island 

A New Year’s Celebration	 January 3, 2027
Featuring David Coucheron, violin; Julie Albers, cello;  
Julie Coucheron, piano; Elizabeth Pridgen, piano
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church  

Anderson & Roe, piano duo 	 January 24, 2027
Amelia River Club

Dover Quartet	 February 19, 2027
Amelia Plantation Chapel

An Evening with Audra McDonald 	 February 23, 2027
Amelia River Club

Johannes Moser, cello with Marc-André Hamelin, piano	 March 2, 2027
Amelia Plantation Chapel

Balsam Range 	 March 14, 2027
Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island

Curtis on Tour 	 March 30, 2027
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church

Concert Hall on Wheels: The Concert Truck	 April 3-7, 2027
Various Venues

Voice and the Violin	 April 23, 2027
Joshua Bell, violin; Larisa Martínez, soprano; Peter Dugan, piano
Amelia Plantation Chapel

Marasco Young Artists’ Concert	 May 8, 2027
Sanctuary, Memorial United Methodist Church

Beethoven & Beer featuring American String Quartet	 June 9, 2027
Mocama Beer Company

Festival Finale	 June 12, 2027
Nassau County Historic Courthouse

26th Season

Cover Artwork by Christopher Rex

Performance venues, programs, dates, and times are subject to change.  
Visit us at aicmf.org for the latest information.

All venues for Festival events are wheelchair accessible. It is the policy of Amelia Island 
Chamber Music Festival to comply with all of the requirements of The Americans with 

Disabilities Act. To request materials in accessible format, sign language interpreters, and/or 
any accommodation to participate in our programs and performances, please contact us at  

office@aicmf.org or (904) 261-1779 at least 10 days in advance to initiate your request.



Following last year’s exceptional twenty-fifth 
season, I am elated as we begin our journey into 
the next quarter of a century.

Jazz musician Herbie Hancock said, “Music 
is about communication. It’s about sharing 
something in common.” I hope you will share in our 
conversations in sound and participate in the art 
of listening as we present stellar American voices, 
global virtuosi, and incomparable musicians.

This season, classical chamber music 
“conversations” intersect with bluegrass, vocal 
artistry, and rising new talents to beautifully and 
fluently merge in the common language of Music.

Festival favorites Julie Coucheron, David 
Coucheron, and Elizabeth Pridgen open the 
season alongside cellist Julie Albers in a 
celebratory New Year’s concert. We also welcome 
back the Dover Quartet. These ascending stars, 
once our quartet-in-residence, have been called 
“the next Guarneri Quartet.”

Shifting the conversation to American bluegrass, 
we warmly welcome one of its most award-
winning bands, Balsam Range. Expanding further, 
Audra McDonald, classically trained soprano and 
winner of six Tony Awards, two Grammy Awards, 
and an Emmy, will grace our stage.

Three concerts feature acclaimed duos. We 
welcome world-renowned artists cellist Johannes 
Moser and legendary pianist Marc-André Hamelin, 
the piano duo Anderson & Roe, called “the most 
dynamic duo of this generation,” and also present 
the collaboration of husband-and-wife team, 
violinist Joshua Bell and soprano Larisa Martínez.

More “musical conversations” are brought directly 
to you! The Concert Truck, a fully functioning 
mobile concert hall, will present seven pop-up 
concerts in different locations. Curtis on Tour, a 
global initiative of the Curtis Institute of Music, 
brings emerging student artists and celebrated 
alumni and faculty to us.

Concluding the season 
is the revered American 
String Quartet. In 
addition to performing 
in our Beethoven and 
Beer concerts, they will 
mentor two student quartets, our Beth Newdome 
Fellows, participating in our Christopher Rex String 
Seminar. This weeklong seminar of coaching and 
community concerts resounds in a collaborative 
concert with all three quartets at our Historic 
Courthouse for our Festival Finale.

I close with a personal note. Being involved  
with the Festival for the past twenty-five years  
has presented many of my most treasured, 
special, and rewarding memories. Having been  
a volunteer from the beginning, later becoming  
a board member, and now as President, I am  
most grateful and honored to reap the benefits 
from participation in the Festival’s past and 
present “musical conversations.”

Together let’s enjoy the Festival’s continuing 
journey of musical convergence, conversations, 
heightened listening, and phenomenal musical 
experiences.

Sincerely,
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Welcome!

Emma Bledsoe
Amelia Island Chamber Music 
Festival President



Set a course for Amelia Island, the Northeast Florida seaside  
getaway where time drifts as gently as the tide.

 Find your unwind at AmeliaIsland.com

Steered by the sunset and

   the captain of your heart.
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Every winter and spring, Amelia Island becomes 
a stage for some of the finest chamber musicians 
in the world. But the measure of this Festival has 
never been only what happens on our stages.  
It is who gets to experience the music, and how 
far that experience reaches into our community. 

To those who joined us for our 25th Anniversary 
Season: thank you. Whether you attended a 
concert, told a friend, made a donation, or simply 
showed up and listened, you made something 
extraordinary possible. Twenty-five years is a 
milestone, and we did not take a single moment 
of it for granted. 

As we step into Season 26, we are making some 
intentional changes. This year, we are keeping 
our headline performances in our more intimate 
venues. We believe that chamber music is best 
experienced up close, where you can feel the 
music in the room around you. That intimacy is 
one of the things that makes this Festival special, 
and we want to protect it. We are also raising 
ticket prices modestly to reflect the quality of the 
experience we provide. 

We also know that not everyone in our community 
can attend at full ticket price, and that matters 
to us. This season, we are introducing a rush 
ticket policy. In the final minutes before each 
concert, available seats will be offered for $20. 
I know firsthand what access like this means. 
After finishing my Master of Music degree, I spent 
two years in Boston studying voice, coaching, 
and singing with local opera companies. The 
Boston Symphony released rush tickets on 
concert mornings, and utilizing this rush ticket 
program I was able to hear some of the most 
extraordinary musicians. I would not have had 
those experiences without that access, and I want 
to offer the same opportunity to anyone in our 
community who wants it.

That commitment to access informs our 
educational and outreach activities as well.  
Every season, Festival artists visit Nassau County 

schools and homeschool 
groups, bringing live 
classical music directly to 
young people who may 
never have experienced 
it. This year, with support 
from the Theodore and 
Pauline Cohen Charitable Trust, we are expanding 
this program to reach more students in Nassau 
County than ever before. We are also partnering 
with the University of North Florida and the 
Jacksonville Youth Symphony Orchestras to offer 
masterclasses led by Festival artists. And we are 
proud to launch our new Music and Mindfulness 
Initiative in collaboration with Baptist Health: free 
concerts combining live acoustic chamber music 
with guided mindfulness and quiet reflection, 
offered in community settings throughout Nassau 
County. In April 2027, The Concert Truck will come 
to Amelia Island. This is a converted box truck 
that becomes a full concert hall, complete with 
a grand piano. Over five days, we will give free 
performances in parks, on sidewalks, and in public 
spaces across the county. No ticket required. Just 
music, wherever people happen to be. 

None of this happens without a village. I use 
that word deliberately, because that is exactly 
what this community is to this Festival. Your 
attendance, your generosity, your word of mouth, 
your belief in what live music can do for a place…
it is the foundation everything else is built on. I am 
deeply proud to be part of this village, and deeply 
grateful to each of you for making it what it is. 

With gratitude,

A Letter from the Executive Director

Robyn Lamp
Executive Director

3





Festival History
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About The Amelia Island  
Chamber Music Festival
The Amelia Island Chamber Music Festival was founded in 
2001 by Christopher Rex, then principal cellist of the Atlanta 
Symphony Orchestra and a frequent visitor to Amelia Island. 
Now celebrating its 26th season, the Festival has grown from 
an inspired island idea into a nationally recognized chamber 
music festival, known for presenting extraordinary artists in 
intimate and memorable settings throughout Amelia Island and 
Northeast Florida.

Each season, the Festival brings world-class musicians to the 
community for performances that span classical masterworks, 
contemporary voices, and genre-crossing collaborations. 

Over the years, audiences have experienced performances 
by Yo-Yo Ma, Itzhak Perlman, Hilary Hahn, Pinchas Zukerman, 
Joshua Bell, Chick Corea, Béla Fleck, Chris Thile, Emanuel Ax, 
Wynton Marsalis, Anne-Sophie Mutter, Ricky Skaggs, Renée 
Fleming, and many others. The acclaimed Dover Quartet has 
served as the Festival’s first quartet-in-residence, reflecting the 
organization’s commitment to both exceptional artistry and 
meaningful, long-term artistic relationships.

Rather than presenting concerts only in traditional theaters or 
concert halls, the Festival brings chamber music into distinctive 
Amelia Island spaces: churches, courthouses, hotels, wedding 
venues, forts and even local parks. These settings help create 
intimate, one-of-a-kind experiences that reflect  the character 
and charm of the island.

Music education and community engagement have been 
central to the Festival’s mission since its founding. Through 
the Christopher Rex String Seminar, masterclasses, school 
performances, free family programming, outreach concerts,  
and opportunities for aspiring young musicians, the Festival 
makes great music accessible to audiences of all ages while 
helping nurture the next generation of artists.

The Festival’s success is made possible by generous donors, 
sponsors, grant-making partners, and a dedicated corps of 
volunteers whose support sustains both artistic excellence 
and community access. As the Amelia Island Chamber Music 
Festival looks beyond its 26th season, it remains committed to 
enriching Nassau County and the broader Northeast Florida 
region through extraordinary performances, meaningful 
education, and shared cultural experiences.



2026-2027 Ticketing Specials

Ways to Give
By Check 
Please make checks payable to Amelia Island 
Chamber Music Festival and mail to: 
	 Amelia Island Chamber Music Festival 
	 P.O. Box 15886 
	 Fernandina Beach, FL 32035

Donor-Advised Funds 
Support the Festival through your Donor-Advised 
Fund (DAF). Please contact your sponsoring 
organization to recommend a grant to the Amelia 
Island Chamber Music Festival.

Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) 
If you are age 70½ or older, you may be able to 
make a tax-advantaged gift directly from your IRA 
through a Qualified Charitable Distribution. Please 
consult your financial advisor for details.

Stock Gifts 
Donations of appreciated securities may provide tax 
advantages while supporting the Festival’s mission. 
Please contact our office at 904-261-1779 for transfer 
instructions.

Legacy Giving 
Leave a lasting musical legacy by including the 
Amelia Island Chamber Music Festival in your estate 
plans. We would be honored to discuss planned 
giving opportunities with you.

Tax Information 
Amelia Island Chamber Music Festival is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization. 
Federal Tax ID (EIN): 59-3744948

Questions? Contact the Festival office at  
904-261-1779 or r.lamp@aicmf.org.

Festival Support

One-Time Gift Recurring 
Monthly 
Giving

Donor-Advised 
Fund

Qualified 
Charitable 

Distribution

Stock Gift Legacy
Gift

Visitors to Amelia Island
If you are visiting Amelia Island, 
you may be eligible to receive a 
50% discount on Festival tickets 
by presenting a valid confirmation 
from any lodging establishment 
located on Amelia Island. To get 
the discount - check availability, 
make your lodging reservation, 
and then call the Festival office at  
904-261-1779 to purchase your 
discounted tickets.

Students Tickets
We are thrilled to offer $15 tickets 
to most events for students under 
twenty-five with a valid student ID.

Tickets are available for purchase 
on aicmf.org. Some exclusions 
apply.

Looking for ticket packages or 
season subscriptions? Learn more 
at aicmf.org/ticketing-specials.

$20 Rush Tickets 

When seats are available, $20 
rush tickets may be purchased 
at the door shortly before the 
concert begins. Rush tickets are 
first come, first served, subject 
to availability, and cannot be 
reserved in advance. 

The Amelia Island Chamber Music Festival has been delivering world-class performances and providing 
music education for young students since our founding in 2001. We have been able to do this only 
thanks to your generous financial support, as ticket sales only cover less than 25% of our operating 
costs. The remaining 75% comes from grants, corporate sponsors, and individual donors like you.

Here’s how you can help: 
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Donation
Levels & Benefits

2026 - 2027

Festival Supporter (Up to $99)
Name in Program

Friend of the Festival ($100 - $499)
Name in Program
Secondary Early Ticket Purchase

Crystal Nautilus ($500 - $999)
Name in Program
Primary Early Ticket Purchase

Silver Nautilus ($1,000 - $2,499)
Name in Program
Primary Early Ticket Purchase
VIP Seating at Master Classes

Gold Nautilus ($2,500 - $4,999)
Name in Program
Primary Early Ticket Purchase
VIP Seating at Master Classes
Patron Party
2 Free Tickets per Season (Non-Headliner)

Platinum Nautilus ($5,000 - $9,999)
Name in Program
Primary Early Ticket Purchase
VIP Seating at all Ticketed Events
Patron Party
4 Free Tickets per Season (Non-Headliner)
Concert Sponsorship (Non-Headliner)
Post-Concert Reception with Artists*

Diamond Nautilus ($10,000 - $19,999)
Name in Program
Primary Early Ticket Purchase
VIP Seating at Ticketed Events
Patron Party
6 Free Tickets per Season (Headliner)
Concert Sponsorship (Headliner)
Post-Concert Reception with Artists*
Reserved Parking Space at Concert Venue**

Hope Diamond Nautilus ($20,000+)
Name in Program
Primary Early Ticket Purchase
VIP Seating at Ticketed Events
Patron Party
10 Free Tickets per Season (Headliner)
Concert Sponsorship (Headliner)
Post-Concert Reception with Artists*
Reserved Parking Space at Concert Venue**

The Amelia Island Chamber Music
Festival is a 501(c) (3) non-profit
organization. Your donation is tax-
deductible.

You may give securely on our website
(aicmf.org) or mail your contribution to:
	 P.O. Box 15866
	 Fernandina Beach, FL 32035

EIN: 59-3744948

*Not available at all concerts
**Reserved parking available at select venues. Reserved parking is non-transferable
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Story    Song
C E N T E R  F O R  A R T S  &  C U L T U R E

Literary.
Culinary.
Visual.
Performing.

Enriching lives through the literary, culinary, 
visual, and performing arts. 

StoryandSongArts.org
Located in the heart of Amelia Island
(just off 14th Street on the entrance of Amelia Park)

1430 Park Avenue, Fernandina Beach, FL 32024

Open every day

Bookstore Bistro Art Gallery Programs

StorySong-AICMF Ad 083023.indd   1StorySong-AICMF Ad 083023.indd   1 8/30/23   4:23 PM8/30/23   4:23 PM
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Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2026 | 6:00 PM
Outdoor Courtyard at the Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island 

Sounds of the Season 

featuring Nicole Zuraitis

Two-time GRAMMY winner Nicole Zuraitis brings her quartet to Amelia Island for a festive outdoor 
concert beneath the Ritz-Carlton’s grand Christmas tree. This evening of jazz and holiday spirit 
under the open sky then continues with a post-concert dinner at Salt, the Ritz-Carlton’s Michelin 
recommended restaurant, with the artists in attendance. Reservations for dinner after the concert 
must be made directly with the Ritz-Carlton.

Photo: Drew Bordeaux

Nicole Zuraitis
Nicole Zuraitis is a 2X GRAMMY®-winning and 
6X GRAMMY-nominated jazz singer-songwriter, 
producer, pianist, arranger, New York-based 
bandleader, and winner of the prestigious 
American Traditions Vocal Competition Gold 
Medal. With a “heart as big as her remarkable 
voice” (Jazz Police), Nicole has positioned herself 
as one of the top artists and “prolific songwriters” 
(Broadway World) in jazz and beyond, or as she 
likes to call it, The Modern Songbook.

As a recording artist, Nicole has released 
seven albums as leader. Her sixth album, How 
Love Begins, co-produced with eight-time 
GRAMMY winner Christian McBride, won Best 
Jazz Vocal Album at the 2024 GRAMMY Awards 
and features all original music. She is the only 
recipient of this award to have written and 
arranged the entire album herself. Her live album 
Live at Vic’s Las Vegas was nominated for two 
GRAMMY Awards in 2026. She released her next 
studio album, The Devil I Knew, produced by  
Larry Klein, in July 2026.

In addition to leading her quartet, Nicole 
performed and recorded with the Birdland Big 
Band before launching her own large ensemble. 
She has headlined the Newport Jazz Festival, 
Melbourne International Jazz Festival, Caramoor, 
Saratoga Jazz Festival, Tanglewood, and iconic 
New York jazz clubs including Dizzy’s Club, 
Birdland, the Blue Note, the Carlyle, and 54 Below. 
She has also appeared as a featured soloist with 
the Savannah Philharmonic, Asheville Symphony, 
Macon Pops, and the Danish Radio Big Band.

Nicole is a featured artist and producer on her 
husband Dan Pugach’s 2025 GRAMMY-winning 
album Bianca Reimagined: Music for Paws and 
Persistence (Best Large Jazz Ensemble Album), 
which includes their GRAMMY-nominated song 
“Little Fears” (Best Jazz Performance). She is also 
a vocalist on the GRAMMY-winning Last Sunday 
in Plains: A Centennial Celebration alongside Jon 
Batiste, Keb’ Mo’, and LeAnn Rimes. 
 

Following the concert, join Nicole Zuraitis and 
her quartet for an intimate post-concert dinner 
at Salt, The Ritz-Carlton’s signature restaurant 
(approximately 7:30 PM). To reserve your place and 
learn more, visit aicmf.org.
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Music is the divine 
way to tell beautiful, 

poetic things  
to the heart.

PABLO CASALS

magazine

Proud 
Community Sponsor of
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 A New Year’s Celebration
Sunday, January 3, 2027 | 5:00 PM 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

Celebrate the new year with music that dances! This festive program features Vivaldi’s dazzling 
“Winter” from The Four Seasons, Dvořák’s spirited Slavonic Dances, Piazzolla’s passionate tangos, 
Schoenfield’s jazz-inspired Café Music, and a spectacular finale with Strauss’s beloved Blue 
Danube Fantasy for piano four-hands. It will be an energetic and joyful way to begin the new year.

David Coucheron - violin
David Coucheron joined the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra as Concertmaster in 
2010. He has performed as soloist with leading orchestras including the BBC, 
Bergen Philharmonic, Oslo Philharmonic, and Trondheim Symphony, and has 
appeared in recital at Carnegie’s Weill Hall, Wigmore Hall, and the Kennedy 
Center. A frequent chamber musician, he is the founding member and artistic 
director of the Kon-Tiki Chamber Music Festival in Oslo. He studied at the 
Curtis Institute of Music, The Juilliard School, and the Guildhall School.

Julie Albers - cello
Cellist Julie Albers is recognized for her artistry, radiant performing style, 
and musicianship. She made her major orchestral debut with the Cleveland 
Orchestra at age 17 and has since appeared with leading orchestras 
throughout North America, Europe, Asia, Australia, and New Zealand. Since 
2015, she has served as principal cellist of the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra  
and performs regularly at major chamber music festivals. She previously 
served on the faculty of Mercer University.

Julie Coucheron - piano
Norwegian pianist Julie Coucheron earned her bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees with honors from the Royal Academy of Music in London. She has 
performed throughout Europe, the Americas, and Asia in venues including 
Carnegie Hall, Wigmore Hall, the Kennedy Center, and both the Winter and 
Summer Olympic Games. She is artistic director of the Fjord Cadenza Festival, 
Kon-Tiki Chamber Music Festival, and Georgian Chamber Players, and serves 
on the faculty of Kennesaw State University.

Elizabeth Pridgen - piano
Pianist Elizabeth Pridgen is Artistic Director of the Atlanta Chamber Players 
and is recognized as both a soloist and chamber musician. She made her 
orchestral debut with the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra under Robert Spano 
and has released acclaimed recordings, including Icons with violinist Robert 
McDuffie. A champion of new music, she has commissioned works by leading 
composers and directs the Rapido Composition Competition. She performs 
regularly at major chamber music festivals and studied at The Juilliard School 
and the Peabody Conservatory.
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Anderson & Roe, piano duo

Sunday, January 24, 2027 | 5:00 PM
Amelia River Club

Their five critically acclaimed albums include 
Mother, featuring music from Dvořák to Queen in 
the duo’s original arrangements. Their Steinway 
Label recordings—When Words Fade, An Amadeus 
Affair, and The Art of Bach—have spent more 
than a dozen weeks atop the Billboard Classical 
Charts. Their music has also been featured in film, 
television, and Olympic figure skating.

Early innovators in digital media, Anderson & Roe 
have created more than 50 self-produced music 
videos, viewed by millions worldwide and earning 
an Emmy® nomination. They have appeared on 
MTV, NPR, PBS, and the BBC, served as guest 
hosts of NPR’s From the Top, and have hosted the 
live broadcasts of the Van Cliburn International 
Piano Competition. Greg Anderson and Elizabeth 
Joy Roe are Steinway Artists.

Two pianists, four hands, one piano. Greg 
Anderson and Elizabeth Joy Roe turn the piano 
duo into a high-wire act of wit and virtuosity. 
Called “the very model of complete 21st-century 
musicians” by the Washington Post, they fuse 
classical fire with pop instinct in performances 
that crackle with chemistry.

The Anderson & Roe Piano Duo has been called 
“the most dynamic duo of this generation” 
(San Francisco Classical Voice), “rock stars of 
the classical music world” (Miami Herald), and 
“the very model of complete 21st-century 
musicians” (The Washington Post). Pianists Greg 
Anderson and Elizabeth Joy Roe are celebrated 
for their extraordinary artistry, seamless musical 
connection, and genre-transcending repertoire. 
Their performances captivate audiences 
with technical mastery, creativity, and an 
unmistakable artistic chemistry.

More than twenty years ago, the two Juilliard 
students discovered a shared vision for 
making classical music a more relevant 
and powerful force in the world. Since then, 
Anderson & Roe have redefined the piano duo, 
touring extensively while presenting original 
compositions, imaginative reworkings of the 
classical canon, and arrangements of popular 
music through a classical lens. Their work 
reflects their belief that all music has something 
to say to all people.

The duo has performed in major concert halls 
throughout North America, Europe, Asia, and 
New Zealand, including Carnegie Hall and the 
Kennedy Center, and has appeared at festivals 
including Mostly Mozart, Gilmore, Santa Fe, 
Chautauqua, Grand Teton, and Minnesota 
Beethoven. They have collaborated with 
artists including Augustin Hadelich, Time For 
Three, MasterVoices, and the Alvin Ailey Dance 
Company.

Photo: © Lisa-Marie Mazzucco
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SEE LIFE BETTER
WITH INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES

Experienced Surgeons
Exceptional Outcomes

AMELIA ISLAND     CALLAHAN     ST. MARYS
coastalvisioncenter.com  |  (904) 261-5741
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Tyler Wills, O.D.     Tony Stubits, O.D.     Russell Stackhouse, M.D.
Colin Milo, O.D.     Katie Cwikla, O.D.     Katelyn Marks, O.D.

Ansley Schuepbach, O.D.     Julie Wright, O.D.     Vicki Lauer, O.D.
Carol Logan, O.D.     Capritta Roberts, D.O.     Leah Herron, O.D.
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First-line Glaucoma Laser
VOYAGER DSLT

Medicare Approved for Dry Eye
TearCare System First and Only FDA-authorized

Treatment for Dry AMD

VALEDA PBM
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Dover Quartet 
Friday, February 19, 2027 | 7:00 PM 
Amelia Plantation Chapel
 

A longtime Festival favorite returns to Amelia Island. Since their early appearances with the Festival, 
the Dover Quartet has become one of the world’s most celebrated and sought-after chamber 
ensembles. Their long-awaited return promises an evening of extraordinary music and a joyful 
reunion with Amelia Island’s audiences.
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singer Pura Fé, originally for her a cappella 
vocal group Ulali. Dvořák’s American Quartet 
completes the album, available now on the 
Curtis Studio label.

The Dover Quartet’s GRAMMY-nominated 
recordings include its highly acclaimed three-
volume recording, Beethoven Complete String 
Quartets (Cedille Records), which was hailed 
as “meticulously balanced, technically clean-
as-a-whistle and intonationally immaculate” 
(The Strad), and The Schumann Quartets (Azica 
Records).

The Dover Quartet was formed at Curtis in 
2008; its name pays tribute to Dover Beach 
by fellow Curtis alumnus Samuel Barber. The 
Dover Quartet proudly endorses Thomastik-
Infeld strings.

Joel Link - violin 

Bryan Lee - violin 

Julianne Lee - viola 

Camden Shaw - cello
 
Named one of the greatest string quartets of 
the last 100 years by BBC Music Magazine and 
“the next Guarneri Quartet” by the Chicago 
Tribune, the two-time GRAMMY-nominated 
Dover Quartet is one of the world’s most in-
demand chamber ensembles. The group’s 
awards include a stunning sweep of all prizes 
at the 2013 Banff International String Quartet 
Competition, grand and first prizes at the 
Fischoff Chamber Music Competition, and 
prizes at the Wigmore Hall International String 
Quartet Competition. Its honors include the 
prestigious Avery Fisher Career Grant, Chamber 
Music America’s Cleveland Quartet Award, 
and Lincoln Center’s Hunt Family Award. The 
members are on faculty at the renowned Curtis 
Institute of Music.

The Dover Quartet’s 2025–26 season featured 
collaborative performances with preeminent 
artists including Marc-André Hamelin 
and Edgar Meyer, and performances in 
internationally renowned venues from Carnegie 
Hall to the Kennedy Center to Konzerthaus 
Berlin. The quartet’s most recent commission is 
from Jerod Impichchaachaaha’ Tate, a leading 
composer of American Indian classical music. 
His new piece, Abokkoli’ Taloowa’ (Woodland 
Songs), is featured on Woodland Songs, the 
group’s critically acclaimed most recent album, 
which also includes Tate’s new string-quartet 
orchestration of Rattle Songs by the Indigenous 

Dover Quartet is represented by Curtis Artist 
Management at Curtis Institute of Music.

Photo: Roy Cox



16

From Page to Stage

26-27
SEASON

Opera Gala 
Sock-Hopera 

November 6 & 7, 2026

Sing-a-Long
Messiah
November 29, 2026

Werther
by Massenet

May 14 & 16, 2027

For more information visit: ameliaislandopera.org© Bill Ivins 2026

COURSON
&STAM,LLC
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Accounting, Small Business Services 
and Tax Preparation

C
S&

Pierre Laporte, CPA Lindsay Corigliano, CPA

(904) 261-7803 • info@coursonstam.com
2398 Sadler Rd., Fernandina Beach FL 34034



A Juilliard-trained soprano and the holder of a record-breaking six Tony Awards, two Grammys, 
and an Emmy, Audra McDonald is the only performer in history to win in all four Tony acting 
categories. A recipient of the National Medal of Arts and one of Time magazine’s 100 most 
influential people, she comes to Amelia Island For an intimate evening with one of the most 
luminous voices in American music.

An Evening with Audra McDonald
Tuesday, February 23, 2027 | 7:00 PM
Amelia River Club

Audra McDonald is unparalleled in the breadth 
and versatility of her artistry as both a singer and 
an actor. The winner of a record-breaking six  
Tony Awards, two Grammy Awards, and an  
Emmy Award, she was named one of Time 
magazine’s 100 most influential people in 2015 
and received the National Medal of Arts from 
President Barack Obama.

A Juilliard-trained soprano raised in Fresno, 
California, McDonald won her first Tony for 
Carousel at Lincoln Center Theater just one year 
after graduating. She went on to claim five more, 
becoming the most decorated performer in 
Tony history and the first to win in all four acting 
categories. Her 2024 Broadway revival of Gypsy 
earned an eleventh Tony nomination, prompting 
Time to name her “the greatest living stage actor.”

On the opera and concert stage, McDonald 
has sung with virtually every major American 
orchestra, from the Boston Symphony to the New 
York Philharmonic, under conductors including Sir 
Simon Rattle and Yannick Nézet-Séguin. Her Los 
Angeles Opera debut in Kurt Weill’s Rise and Fall 
of the City of Mahagonny yielded two Grammy 
Awards. Television audiences know her from 
Private Practice, The Good Fight, and NBC’s live 
Sound of Music.

A passionate advocate for LGBTQIA+ equality 
and at-risk youth, McDonald co-founded 
Black Theatre United in 2020 and holds an 
honorary doctorate from Yale University. 
Learn more at audramcdonald.com/bio.
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Johannes Moser  - cello
 

Hailed by Gramophone magazine as “one of 
the finest among the astonishing gallery of 
young virtuoso cellists,” German-Canadian 
cellist Johannes Moser has performed with the 
world’s leading orchestras, including the Berliner 
Philharmoniker, New York Philharmonic, Los 
Angeles Philharmonic, Chicago Symphony, San 
Francisco Symphony, BBC Philharmonic at the 
Proms, London Symphony, Royal Concertgebouw 
Orchestra, Philadelphia Orchestra, Cleveland 
Orchestra, and Tokyo NHK Symphony. He has 
collaborated with conductors including Riccardo 
Muti, Lorin Maazel, Mariss Jansons, Valery Gergiev, 
Zubin Mehta, Christian Thielemann, Pierre Boulez, 
Paavo Järvi, Yannick Nézet-Séguin, and Gustavo 
Dudamel.

His recordings of concertos by Dvořák, Lalo, 
Elgar, Lutosławski, Dutilleux, Tchaikovsky, Thomas 
Olesen, and Fabrice Bollon have earned the 
prestigious Preis der Deutschen Schallplattenkritik 
and the Diapason d’Or. His 2022 album Alone 
Together, featuring six new commissions for electric 
cello, was praised by The Strad for its ambition and 
innovative use of Dolby Atmos technology.

Highlights of the 2025–26 season include 
performances with the Iceland Symphony 
Orchestra, Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Janáček Philharmonic Ostrava, New World 
Symphony, and Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, 
as well as a trio tour with Andrei Korobeinikov and 
Vadim Gluzman. 

2027 marks 200 years since Beethoven’s death, and pianist Marc-André Hamelin, back on 
Amelia Island after last season’s appearance with the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, marks 
the occasion with cellist Johannes Moser in a program spanning four of Beethoven’s five cello 
sonatas. From the early Op. 5 to the late Op. 102, it’s a journey through one composer’s entire 
creative life in a single evening.

Johannes Moser, cello

Marc-André Hamelin, piano

Tuesday, March 2, 2027 | 7:00 PM 
Amelia Plantation Chapel
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A dedicated chamber musician, Johannes has 
collaborated with Emanuel Ax, Joshua Bell, 
Jonathan Biss, James Ehnes, Leonidas Kavakos, 
Midori, Menahem Pressler, and Yevgeny Sudbin, 
and appears regularly at the Verbier, Schleswig-
Holstein, Gstaad, Kissinger, Colorado, Seattle, and 
Brevard music festivals.

Renowned for expanding the reach of classical 
music and championing contemporary repertoire, 
Johannes has commissioned works by leading 
composers including Julia Wolfe, Ellen Reid, Anna 
Thorvaldsdottir, Detlev Glanert, Chris Cerrone, 
and Annie Gosfield. Throughout his career, he has 
paired performances with masterclasses, school 
visits, and pre-concert lectures.

A prizewinner at the 2002 International 
Tchaikovsky Competition and recipient of the 2014 
Brahms Prize, Johannes Moser performs on a 1694 
Andrea Guarneri cello from a private collection.

Marc-André Hamelin - piano
 

Pianist Marc-André Hamelin, hailed by The New 
York Times as a “performer of near-superhuman 
technical prowess,” is acclaimed worldwide for his 
unrivaled musicianship, brilliant interpretations of 
the standard repertoire, and fearless exploration 
of rarely performed works of the 19th, 20th, and 
21st centuries. He performs regularly with the 
world’s leading orchestras and conductors and 
appears in recital at major concert halls and 
festivals across the globe.

An exclusive recording artist for Hyperion 
Records, Hamelin has released more than 90 
acclaimed recordings spanning solo, orchestral, 
and chamber repertoire. Recent releases include 
Found Objects / Sound Objects, Beethoven’s 
Hammerklavier Sonata and Sonata in C Major, 
Op. 2, No. 3, and the Dvořák and Florence Price 
quintets with the Takács Quartet.

Also a distinguished composer, Hamelin has 
written more than 30 works. His compositions are 
published by Edition Peters, and his 2024 album 
New Piano Works showcases nine of his own 

compositions. The New York Times praised the 
recording, writing, “His previous offerings of his 
own music were rich, but his latest self-portrait 
album is on another level.”

Among his many honors are a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the German Record 
Critics’ Association, eight Juno Awards, 11 
GRAMMY nominations, and the Jean Gimbel 
Lane Prize. He is an Officer of the Order of 
Canada, a Chevalier de l’Ordre national du 
Québec, and a member of the Royal Society of 
Canada. He also teaches at the New England 
Conservatory of Music.

Photo: Ben Ealovega



Balsam Range
Sunday, March 14, 2027 | 5:00 PM 
Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island

Closing in on 20 years together, bluegrass 
powerhouse Balsam Range continues charging 
headlong toward the horizon. Heading into 
2026, the group—Caleb Smith (guitar, vocals), 
Tim Surrett (bass, dobro, vocals), Alan Bibey 
(mandolin, vocals), and Marc Pruett (banjo)—is 
preparing to release new music while once 
again hitting the road, bringing their sound 
to both majestic theaters and backwoods 
gatherings alike—all in the name of bluegrass 
music. In 2026, the band also welcomes 
Stephen Hudson to many shows across the 
country. On fiddle and vocals, Hudson brings 
fresh energy while honoring the traditional 
“high lonesome sound,” making him a natural fit 
within the group’s signature style.

Formed in 2007 by happenstance during 
an informal kitchen jam in the mountains of 
Western North Carolina, Balsam Range quickly 

evolved from friends picking tunes into one 
of the most celebrated bands in modern 
bluegrass. Since then, they’ve become one 
of the genre’s most decorated acts, earning 
multiple International Bluegrass Music 
Association (IBMA) honors, including Entertainer 
of the Year (2014, 2018), Album of the Year 
(2013,2017), Song of the Year (2011, 2015), Vocal 
Group of the Year (2014, 2015), Male Vocalist 
of the Year (2014, 2018), and Bass Player of the 
Year (2018). By the numbers, Balsam Range 
has released 14 albums and scored numerous 
No. 1 singles on the bluegrass charts. Yet 
beyond the accolades and miles traveled, what 
matters most remains unchanged from that 
very first performance—genuinely connecting 
with an audience through the timeless, shared 
experience of live music. 

20

Two-time IBMA Entertainer of the Year, Balsam Range brings twenty years of road-tested bluegrass: 
mountain music, played by mountain musicians, for an audience ready to stomp along. 
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Curtis on Tour The Nina von Maltzahn Global 
Touring Initiative of the Curtis Institute of Music

Tuesday, March 30, 2027 | 7:00 PM 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church

Leading this program is cellist Nicholas 
Canellakis. Mr. Canellakis is an artist 
of the Chamber Music Society of 
Lincoln Center, with which he performs 
regularly in Alice Tully Hall and on tour 
internationally, including London’s 
Wigmore Hall, the Louvre in Paris, the 
Seoul Arts Center in Korea, and the 
Shanghai and Taipei National Concert 
Halls. He is also a regular guest artist 
at many of the world’s leading music 
festivals, including Santa Fe, Ravinia, 
Music@Menlo, Bard, Bridgehampton, 
La Jolla, Moab, Chamberfest 
Cleveland, and Music in the Vineyards. 

He was recently renewed as the 
artistic director of Chamber Music 
Sedona in Arizona, where he has made 
a major impact through his dynamic 
programming and educational and 
community outreach.

Mr. Canellakis plays an outstanding 
cello by Jean-Baptiste Vuillaume, from 
1840. He joined the Curtis Institute of 
Music faculty in 2024.

Curtis on Tour is the global touring initiative of America’s most selective conservatory, the Curtis 
Institute of Music in Philadelphia. Acclaimed cellist Nicholas Canellakis leads a chamber ensemble 
of outstanding young artists currently studying at Curtis. Together, they present a program centered 
around Dohnányi’s Sextet for the unique combination of piano, violin, viola, cello, clarinet, and horn. 
Canellakis and these emerging artists open the concert with virtuosic duos by Schumann and 
Halvorsen (Variations on a Theme by Handel) and the lyrical Brahms Clarinet Trio before concluding 
with the Dohnányi.



Welcome to our community
focused space where musicians

of all ages & capabilities 
learn with talented educators, 

perform with confidence 
and inspire others through the

joy of making music! 

Amelia Island | Wildlight
904.530.4988

ameliamusicstudio.com
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Concert Hall on Wheels 
The Concert Truck
April 3-7, 2027 | Various Times and Locations

For five days, a converted box truck transforms into a full concert hall, complete with a grand 
piano, and brings seven free outdoor performances to venues across Nassau County. Created by 
pianist Susan Zhang, The Concert Truck takes classical music out of the recital hall and into parks, 
sidewalks, and public spaces, no ticket required. Zhang performs each stop herself, alongside other 
performers to be announced, bringing the same artistry you’d find on any festival stage to wherever 
people happen to be. Exact dates, times, and locations will be announced on our website and 
social media closer to April 2027.

The Concert Truck is a mobile music venue 
that strengthens communities by redefining 
the concert experience and making live music 
accessible to all. Led by Artistic Director Susan 
Zhang, the project aims to engage diverse 
communities and audiences nationwide with 
thoughtful, timely programming, and works with 
arts organizations of all sizes to build a critical 
presence in their communities. 

The stage is a 16-foot box truck and a fully 
functioning mobile concert hall, complete 
with lights, sound system, and piano. Susan 
and the truck have toured across the country, 
partnering with arts organizations to strengthen 
their presence in the communities they serve by 
presenting concerts in city streets, music and 
arts festivals, schools, neighborhoods, parks and 
beyond…anywhere you can think to park a truck.
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Voice and the Violin
Joshua Bell, violin, Larisa Martínez, soprano
with Peter Dugan, piano

Friday, April 23, 2027 | 7:00 PM 
Amelia Plantation Chapel

Joshua Bell - violin
 

With a career spanning more than four 
decades, Grammy Award-winning violinist 
Joshua Bell, CBE, is one of the most celebrated 
artists of our time. He has performed with 
virtually every major orchestra in the world 
and regularly appears as a soloist, recitalist, 
chamber musician, conductor, and Music 
Director of London’s Academy of St Martin in 
the Fields. In 2025, he was awarded an honorary 
Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire.

Bell has been nominated for six Grammy 
Awards, named Instrumentalist of the Year 
by Musical America, selected as a Young 
Global Leader by the World Economic Forum, 
recognized with the Avery Fisher Prize, and 
honored as an Indiana Living Legend. His 
collaborators span classical, jazz, rock, and pop, 
including Emanuel Ax, Renée Fleming, Lang 
Lang, Sting, Chris Botti, Josh Groban, and the 
late Chick Corea.

Beyond the concert stage, Bell has given 
a TED Talk, performed for three American 
presidents and the justices of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and participated in 
President Barack Obama’s Committee on the 
Arts and Humanities’ cultural mission to Cuba, 
culminating in the Emmy-nominated PBS Live 
from Lincoln Center special.

Bell performs on the legendary 1713 Huberman 
Stradivarius violin.

Larisa Martínez - soprano
 

Puerto Rican soprano Larisa Martínez is praised 
for her “smoky soprano” (Opera News), gracing 
top stages and collaborating with many of 
today’s leading artists.

Larisa has appeared with the Philadelphia 
Orchestra, Chicago Symphony, New Jersey 
Symphony, Indianapolis Symphony, and the 
São Paulo Symphony Orchestra. In 2019, she 
made both her Kennedy Center recital debut 
and Carnegie Hall debut, singing Mahler’s 
Symphony No. 2 with the Athens Philharmonic. 
She has also appeared at Athens’ Herodeon 
Theater and Korea’s KSPO Dome, and recently 
premiered a new work written for her and 
violinist Joshua Bell by Academy Award-winning 
composer John Corigliano.

A longtime touring partner of acclaimed tenor 
Andrea Bocelli, Larisa has performed for 
sold-out audiences at venues including the 
Hollywood Bowl and Madison Square Garden. 
Her collaborative program, Voice and the Violin, 
created with Grammy Award-winning violinist 
Joshua Bell, has been presented by leading 
festivals and orchestras across the United 
States.

Her operatic credits include La Traviata, 
Werther, West Side Story, and the world 
premiere of Mercadante’s Francesca da Rimini 
in Italy. She won the Metropolitan Opera’s 2016 
National Council Audition in Puerto Rico and 
is an advocate for music education through 

GRAMMY-winning violinist Joshua Bell, one of the most celebrated musicians of his era, joins Puerto 
Rican soprano Larisa Martínez and pianist Peter Dugan, host of NPR’s ‘From the Top,’ for an evening 
of beloved arias and romantic classics.
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Turnaround Arts while proudly celebrating 
her Boricua cultural heritage through her 
performances.

Peter Dugan - piano
 

Peter Dugan is a versatile pianist, composer, 
collaborator, and radio host who is equally at 
home in classical, jazz, and pop music. He has 
appeared as a soloist, recitalist, and chamber 
musician throughout North America and 
internationally, with orchestras including the 
San Francisco Symphony, Houston Symphony, 
Kansas City Symphony, and New World 
Symphony. His performance of Charles Ives’s 
Symphony No. 4 with Michael Tilson Thomas was 
praised as “stunning” by the Los Angeles Times.

Dugan is the host of NPR’s From the Top,  
where he shares his passion for classical music 
through performances and conversations with 
outstanding young musicians.

A frequent collaborator, he has toured 
extensively with violinists Joshua Bell and 
Charles Yang, as well as baritone John 
Brancy. As a composer and arranger, he has 
performed his own works at Carnegie Hall, 
created arrangements released by Disney+, 
and champions new music and cross-genre 
collaboration.

A graduate of The Juilliard School, Peter Dugan 
is a Yamaha Artist.

Photo: Shervin Lainez
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Every Note Matters.  
Especially those we play together.

First Federal Bank is proud to be a longtime supporter 
of the Amelia Island Chamber Music Festival.

ffbf.com | 904-321-0400
Amelia Island • Wildlight • Yulee
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A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Trusted Guidance.  
Local Expertise.  

Lasting Value.

heymannwilliams.com
(904) 261-9311

Antoinette Ferry
heymannwilliamscommercial.com
(904) 556-7197
ferry@heymannwilliamsrealty.com

Our Network  
Knows Great Places



Now in its second year, the Marasco Young Artists’ Concert gives talented student musicians the 
chance to perform for Festival audiences, selected through open application. The concert honors 
the memory of Dr. Joe Marasco, the Festival’s former Executive Director, and the mentorship and 
discovery he believed in.

Marasco Young Artists’ Concert  

Saturday, May 8, 2027 | 5:00 PM
Sanctuary, Memorial United Methodist Church

Photo: Steve Leimberg

Now in its second year, the Marasco Young Artists’ Concert 
honors the memory of Dr. Joe Marasco, the Festival’s 
former Executive Director and a passionate advocate for 
music education and the next generation of musicians. 
Dr. Marasco believed young performers deserved real 
opportunities to grow, perform, and be inspired by live 
music, not just instruction in a classroom, and this concert 
was created to carry that belief forward.

This free event features performances by outstanding 
local student musicians and ensembles, giving them a 
professional concert platform many young performers 
rarely have access to: a real stage, a real audience, and 
the same setting the Festival offers its professional artists 
throughout the season. For these students, it’s a chance 
to test their artistry in front of a community that genuinely 
wants to see them succeed.

The concert reflects a core part of the Festival’s broader 
mission: supporting young artists through performance 
experience, exposure to classical music, and connection 

with mentors and 
peers who can 
help shape their 
development. We 
hope it becomes 
a meaningful 
milestone for 
emerging musicians 
in our community 
for years to come, 
and that each year’s 
concert builds on 
the one before it.

Details on how students may apply to participate will 
be announced in January 2027.
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Set against the natural beauty of Amelia 
Island’s marsh, our venue redefines 

coastal elegance. Floor-to-ceiling 
windows and panoramic marsh views 

create a stylish and charming canvas for 
celebrations of every kind. 

TThhee  PPrreesseerrvvee  aatt  TThhee  AAmmeelliiaa  RRiivveerr  CClluubb
AAmmeelliiaa  IIssllaanndd,,  FFLL

For inquiries, please reach out to 
Michelle Miller or Quinn Ditolla  

michellemiller@ameliariverclub.com
qditolla@ameliariverclub.com
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The internationally acclaimed American String Quartet brings Beethoven to the relaxed atmosphere 
of Mocama Beer Company for an unforgettable hour of music in an unexpected setting. Enjoy craft 
beer and food before the performance, with beverages welcome throughout the concert. Seating 
includes folding chairs, high-top seating, and standing room—every ticket includes a seat, but 
many guests enjoy taking in the music from wherever they’re most comfortable. At just one hour, 
this casual concert is perfect for seasoned concertgoers and first-time listeners alike. Two identical 
performances are offered at 4:30 PM and 7:30 PM, so choose the time that works best for you. 

Beethoven & Beer
 featuring American String Quartet  

Wednesday, June 9, 2027 | 4:30 PM and 7:30 PM
Mocama Beer Company

Peter Winograd - violin

Laurie Carney - violin

Matthias Buchholz - viola

Wolfram Koessel - cello
 

Internationally recognized as one of the 
world’s finest ensembles, the American String 
Quartet has spent more than four decades 
cultivating the rich, luxurious sound for which it 
is renowned. Since its founding, the Quartet has 
performed in all fifty states and appeared in 
the world’s leading concert halls. Its acclaimed 
performances of the complete string quartets 
of Beethoven, Schubert, Schoenberg, Bartók, 
and Mozart have earned widespread praise, 
and its celebrated recordings of the complete 
Mozart string quartets on a matched set 
of Stradivarius instruments are considered 
benchmarks of the repertoire.

Equally committed to innovation, the Quartet 
has collaborated with National Book Award-
winning author Phil Klay, poet Tom Sleigh, 28 
novelist Salman Rushdie, and composer Paul 
Cantelon in multidisciplinary performances 
that combine music and literature. These 
imaginative projects have reinforced the 
Quartet’s reputation as an ensemble equally 
at home with the traditional repertoire and 
adventurous new artistic collaborations.

Formed at The Juilliard School, the Quartet 
launched its career by winning both the 
Coleman Competition and the Naumburg 
Award in the same year. It has served as 
resident quartet at the Aspen Music Festival 
since 1974 and at the Manhattan School of 
Music since 1984, while also holding residencies 
at the Taos School of Music, the Peabody 
Conservatory, and the Van Cliburn International 
Piano Competition.

Photo: Mae Barizo
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Saturday, June 12, 2027 | 3:00 PM
Nassau County Historic Courthouse

The Festival Finale closes the season with the American String Quartet and this year’s Beth 
Newdome Fellows. Each student quartet performs a work on their own before all twelve musicians 
join forces for an octet and a finale piece together.

Festival Finale
American String Quartet and Beth Newdome Fellows

Since its inaugural season, the Amelia Island 
Chamber Music Festival has recognized the 
vital role of music education in shaping the 
next generation of artists. What began as 
masterclasses and mentoring through our 
Young Resident Artists program has evolved 
into one of our signature educational initiatives: 
the annual Christopher Rex String Seminar.

Each year, we invite exceptional string 
students from the nation’s top conservatories 
and universities to join us as Beth Newdome 
Fellowship Artists. This year, student quartets 
from universities and conservatories around 
the country will spend an intensive week in 
Amelia Island receiving direct mentorship, 

training, and career development sessions from 
the American String Quartet. This offers the 
students an opportunity to work side by side 
with one of the most experienced ensembles 
in the country. Our Beth Newdome Fellows for 
the 2027 String Seminar will be announced in 
spring 2027.

Their training culminates in a series of public 
performances, including community outreach 
concerts and the highly anticipated Festival 
Finale Concert in June. At this concert, each 
student quartet performs a work on its own 
before all twelve musicians, students and 
mentors alike, join together on stage for one 
final Festival hurrah.

Photo: Mae Barizo
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Join fellow Festival friends and supporters for a once-in-a-season adventure along one of 
Europe’s most storied waterways. From July 22 through August 2, 2027, the Festival partners with 
Wallace Pierson Travel for a 12-day Tauck Blue Danube River Cruise, traveling from Budapest 
through Vienna, Salzburg, and Prague. This trip serves as a fundraiser for the Festival, making it a 
meaningful way to support the music you love while experiencing Europe in extraordinary company. 
Solo travelers take note: Tauck offers no single supplement on Category 1 cabins, making this an 
especially welcoming journey for those traveling independently.

Cruise the Blue Danube  
with the Festival and Wallace-Pierson Travel

July 22 - August 2, 2027

The Blue Danube has inspired composers for 
centuries, and this 12-day journey brings it 
to life. Beginning in Budapest and ending in 
Prague, the itinerary features a 9-night river 
cruise aboard Tauck’s ms Savor, with stops in 
Bratislava, Vienna, the Wachau Valley, Salzburg, 
and Regensburg along the way. Tauck is one of 
the world’s most respected travel companies, 
known for thoughtfully crafted itineraries, 
exceptional service, and exclusive access that 
independent travelers simply cannot arrange on 
their own. Highlights include a private Imperial 

Evening at a Viennese palace, a private dinner 
at Lobkowicz Palace at Prague Castle, and a 
private tour of the Baroque libraries at Strahov 
Monastery.

All gratuities, shore excursions, 30 meals, and 
unlimited beverages aboard ship are included. 
Suites begin at $7,290 per person, double 
occupancy. For details and booking, contact 
Wallace Pierson Travel at 904.261.5914 or info@
wallacepierson.com.
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Education Initiatives 
and Civic Engagement 
For over two decades, the Amelia Island 
Chamber Music Festival has remained 
deeply committed to fostering a love 
of music through education and civic 
engagement. Our signature educational 
initiative, the Christopher Rex String Seminar, 
brings exceptional string students from the 
nation’s top conservatories to Amelia Island 
each spring as Beth Newdome Fellowship 
Artists. Mentored intensively by a world-
class professional quartet, these emerging 
musicians spend a week in residence 
having lessons, coachings, and performing 
in community outreach concerts and the 
Festival Finale in June.

This season, we’re expanding our 
educational reach through partnerships 
with the University of North Florida and the 
Jacksonville Youth Symphony Orchestras, 

Master Classes
The Amelia Island Chamber Music Festival 
is honored to provide exceptional young 
musicians with a unique opportunity to 
learn directly from the world-class artists 
featured in our season. As part of our ongoing 
commitment to music education, the 
Festival will offer four exclusive masterclass 
opportunities this season, allowing students 
to engage, perform for, and grow under 
the guidance of internationally acclaimed 
performers.

February 6, 2027 - Aristo Sham, piano  
at TBD

February 19, 2027 - Dover Quartet  
at University of North Florida

March 1, 2027 - Johannes Moser, cello  
at University of North Florida

March 30, 2027 - Nick Canellakis, cello  
at Jacksonville Symphony Youth Orchestras

These masterclasses are free and open to  
the public for observation. Visit aicmf.org for  
more information

presenting four masterclass opportunities led 
by Festival artists. We also send artists directly 
into Nassau County schools and homeschool 
groups to perform, introduce students to their 
instruments, and answer questions from young 
audiences.

Beyond the concert hall, Festival artists 
perform for residents of assisted living facilities 
throughout Nassau County. In April 2027, The 
Concert Truck brings five days of free outdoor 
concerts to venues across the county, taking 
music into our entire community. And we are 
proud to collaborate with Baptist Health to 
bring our new Music and Mindfulness Initiative 
to life: free, hour-long experiences combining 
live acoustic chamber music with guided 
mindfulness and quiet reflection, offered in 
community settings throughout Nassau County.
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Sponsors & Contributors 

The Amelia Island Chamber Music Festival gratefully acknowledges our many contributors for 
their financial support. Without you, our Festival would not exist, and we sincerely thank you for 
your patronage. The following list presents contributions and pledges made from August 1, 2025 
through August 5, 2026. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy. If we have omitted or 
incorrectly listed a name, we sincerely apologize and ask that you notify us at 904-261-1779 or 
email us for correction.

Individual Support

(continued)
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Hope Nautilus - 
$20,000 and up

James and Dorothy Baer Foundation
Leslie Lauer Berghoef
Paul Bosland
Sue Braddock
The Burroughs Family Foundation: 

Richard Burroughs III and  
Nancy Bartmess

Dr. Jeanne Marie Kiss

Diamond Nautilus - 
$10,000 - $19,999

Erle and Candace Bridgewater
William and Anne Gower
Daniel Groth and Frances Peters
Bill Hensley and  

Anne Coonrod Hensley
Jeffrey and Shelley Hirshberg
Ernest Michel and Heidja Kruse
Tom and Jeanette Pippin

Platinum Nautilus - 
$5,000-$9,999

David and Michelle Baldacci
William and Sheila Braddock
Ron and Dorothy Cheeley
Gerard and Susan Connelly
Jeanne Conner
Lyn Deroy and Family  

(in memory of Michel Deroy)
Anonymous  

(in memory of Michel Deroy)
The Flynn Family Foundation:  

Jim and Jane Flynn
Ross and Jayne Hare
Patrick and Elisabeth Hervy
Eileen Shannon Ira
Bev Keigwin
Sharon Lennon
Dr. Mauricio Masferrer and Julie Stola
Steve and Peggy McCormick

Judy and Scott McCue
Gary and Toni Myers
Mary Jane Rafferty  

(in memory of James M. Rafferty)
John Stancin and Margaret Bellucci
Dr. Mark and Kathy Whitehead  

(in honor of Will Ransom)
Dr. Martha Wilkins 

Gold Nautilus -  
$2,500-$4,999

Francesco and Amanda Borghese
Jean Drapeau
Nancy Firth
Claudia Koerner
Lis Krawiecki (in memory of  

Dr. Nick Krawiecki)
William and Elizabeth Peters
Janet Plosser (in memory of  

Charles Plosser)
Sandra Rogers
Tom and Vicki Whittemore

Silver Nautilus - 
$1,000-$2,499

Anonymous
Cary and Karen Blair
In Memoriam: Caroline Burroughs
The Nick Curry & Cara Tasher  

Family Fund
Dr. George and Jean de Tarnowsky
Sylvia Derrick
Sarah James Edwards
Helen and Vaughn M Foxwell, Jr.
Lea Gallardo
Chuck and Russell Glasheen
Gayle Howard
Mark and Donna Kaufman
Howard and Carol Kirshner
Robert Lacey III
Jo-Ann Leimberg
Peter and Jackie Martin
Morris and Sally Marx

Walter Maupay
Donald McCarron
Mary and Don Miech
Richard and Diane Price
William Ransom and Yinzi Kong
Chris Rex
Douglas and Suzanne Schiffman
Ronald and Vicki Stallings
Richard Swenson
Don and Anne Teddlie
Richard and Helen Tufaro
Richard and Lynn Voelbel
Cindy Zarsky

Crystal Nautilus  
$500-$999

Karen Berger
Emma Mills Bledsoe and  

George Maentz
Hollis Budd
Richard and Patricia Campana
Frank and Susan Conner
Ken and Ruth Cornish
Russ and Margaret Dancy
Robert Duffy and  

Marcia Foshee-Duffy
Pam Fox and Jim Raycraft
Robert and Ann Freeman
Stephen and Paula Heuser
Sue and Tony Jarzyna
Glenn “Jack” Johnson
Allen and Beverly Kezsbom
Lyle and Murielle LaBeaud
Eugene and Sanford McAllister
William Moore
Sandra Neal and James Lang
Blair and Jamie Nelson
Jeffrey Packer and  

Jane Sandhaus-Packer
Janet Pfeffer
Stewart Pikula (in memory of  

Dr. Kay Johnson and Adina Bell)
Robert Prager and  

Munsell McPhillips



Jacksonville's Jazz Radio — cool, classic, timeless. From the legends 
to today's contemporary greats, we bring you the sound that moves 
you. We bring the sounds of contemporary jazz right to you.

On the air at 89.9 HD4 or streaming
at jaxmusic.org and the WJCT app.

SCAN HERE
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Our planned giving program and endowment, Foundation for the Future, enables music lovers to make an investment 
in the Festival’s future, ensuring that we will continue to offer renowned performances, and educational programs for 
generations to come. For more information, call 904.261.1779 or visit www.aicmf.org and click on the Support tab.
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Steve and ‘Cille Ramsey
Bill and Mary Shepherd
Doree Stow (in honor of  

Dr. Martha Wilkins)
Rose M. Stubbs (in memory  

of Bob Stubbs)
Curt and Margo Wells
Tom and Connie Wiggins
Donald and Janet Wilkerson
Carleton and Barbara Zacheis
Susan Ziel and Dan Pesut

Friends of the Festival -  
$100-$499

Jason and Carrie Mays
David and Gloria Beeman
Kathy Bello
David Berko
Guy and Ileen Bilek
F. Walter Bistline, Jr. and  

Rabun Huff Bistline
Joanne Blalock
Violet Boerescu
Steve and Marsha Boice
Wally and Susanne Bonfe
Andrew and Jennifer Borggaard
Michael and Sarah Borns
Peter Boxx
Terry and Sue Brady
Kevin and Judy Connelly
Kristin Cortes
Don and Cathy DeCesare
Nancy Denison
Harvey Doliner
Ric & Anita Domnitz
Diane and Bo Duffy
Ronald Eash and Mary Ann Rood
Emily Farmer
Allen and Vicki Filstein
Jean Frank
Beth-Ann Gentile
Heron Oaks Owners Association

Diana Gould & Pam Massey
Karen Hackett
Paul and Laura Howard
Christine Hundley
William and Beth Ivins
Josh Jenkins
Donald and Marsha Joyner
Stephen and Susan Kaye
Rebecca Klein
Anthony and Peggy Kolasa
Dr. and Mrs. Robert G. Kupper
Alwynne Lamp
Thomas Logan
Ann MacDonald
George Maentz and  

Emma Mills Bledsoe
Donna Matheson
Reverends Joseph and Dawn Mayes
Anonymous (in honor of David Green)
Sherwood and Laura June McDuffie
Julian McKinnie
Paul and Christine Meehan  

(in memory of Michel Deroy)
Timothy and Kathleen Meredith
Wayne and Jean Middleton
Kristine Ochu
Frank and Mary O’Donnell
Loyd and Debbie Pakradooni
PEO Sisterhood - Chapter IJ
Jeff and Teen Peterson 
Mike and Gail Pierdiluca
Charles and Judith Pillans
Shelden O. Pisani
Jill Piwko
Susan and Mike Raab
Robert and Elaine Reisner
Kjell Ringbakk
Fred Ragsdale and Jennifer Salisbury
Marie Santry
The Schmuir Family
Andrew Schwert
Julian and Vicki Segraves
Elisabeth Shorstein

Patricia Anne Siberski
Buddy and Sue Sinor
Marie Smith
Deepta Srinath and Family
Mary Jane Stafford
Sheryl Starling
Sherry Stefina
Bryan and Karen Tabler
Reverend Benjamin F. Tandy
Louis and Joyce Tonti
George Tubb
Sherilyn Van Orden
Theodora Vanderzalm
Norman Wesley
Carolyn and Elliot Zisser

Festival Supporters -
Lorna Benbenisty 
Ellen Bentsen 
Constance A. Colbert
Gareth Fome
Carol Gilfillan
William W. Goodrich 
Mirek Hajduk
Geoff Haynes
Russell and Ingeborg Jahn
Scott Kessler
Bill Lamp
Kyril and Susan Magg
William Maletz
Chong Murphy
Dr. Elena Y. Nogina
Pam Oatis
Jacek Obrapalski
Richard and Joyce Restiano
Randy and Jenna Riemersma
Martin and Sheryl Silfen 
John and Patricia Soper
Nancy Cohen Tarbis 
Stan and Susan Tenenbaum 
Bonny Trevillian
Cheryl Witt and Richard Witt

Individual Support (continued)



401 Mary Street | Waycross, GA 31501 | 912.283.6350
2110 Sadler Square | Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 | 904.261.6333

lottsfurniture.com

Scan Here to
Buy Tickets!

Join us for our 
26th Season

with the world’s 

greatest 
internationally 

known 
musicians, 

and more fun 
than ever
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Government and Foundation Support 

Venues
Amelia Plantation Chapel
Amelia River Club 
Historic Nassau County Courthouse, 

Judge Fahlgren
Memorial United Methodist Church 
Mocama Beer Company
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island 
Walker’s Landing

Educational / Outreach 
Program Partners

Amelia Baptist Church
Amelia Island Plantation Community 

Association
Del Webb Wildlight
Emma Love Hardee Elementary 
Jacksonville Symphony Youth 

Orchestras 
Nassau County Council on Aging 
Osprey Village 
Story & Song Center for Arts & 

Culture
University of North Florida
Wildlight Elementary 

Brochure Advertisers
Amelia Art Studio
Amelia Dental Group
Amelia Gentle Dentistry

Amelia Islander Magazine
Amelia Island Opera, Inc.
Amelia Island Tourist  

Development Council
Amelia Music Studio
Amelia River Club
Braddock Metallurgical
Champagne & Charcuterie
Coastal Vision Center
Courson & Stam LLC,  

Certified Public Accounts
First Coast Opera
First Federal Bank
Heymann Williams Realty
Highlands-Cashiers Chamber  

Music Festival
Island Lifestyle Medicine
Lott’s Furniture
News-Leader
PrimeSouth Bank
Residence Inn, Amelia Island
Rewired Copper Company
Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island
Salt Harbor Real Estate Co.,  

Bilinda Rountree
Story & Song Center for  

Arts & Culture
Wallace Pierson Travel
Wellness360
WJCT Radio   

2026 Housing Hosts
Sue Braddock
Lyn  Deroy
Jim and Jane  Flynn
Bill and Anne Gower
Anne Coonrod and Bill Hensley
Shelley and Jeff Hirshberg
Emma Mills Bledsoe
Steve and ‘Cille Ramsey
Pamela Fox and Jim Raycraft 
Bev and Drew Tignanelli
Dr. Martha Wilkins

Individuals/Businesses
AICMF Board of Directors 
Daphne Forehand, videography 
Dickie Anderson, Off the Porch 
Fernandina Beach First Port City 

Bank
Fernandina Beach News Leader 
Ivins Ink Studio 
Kurt Marasco, IT consultant 
Larry Hickman, Piano Transport 

Services 
Launch Printing  
Nassau County Chamber of 

Commerce
Penny Reid, Mouth of Amelia 
Raintree Graphics 
Skip Becker, Piano Tuning 
Will Howery, luthier services 

Special Thanks

Amelia River Club
Baptist Health
First Federal Bank of Florida
JAA Arts & Culture Program

Publix Super Market 
Residence Inn, Amelia Island
Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island 
Smurfit Westrock 

Steinway Miami​
Wellness360 Magazine
WJCT Public Media
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Business Support

Amelia Island Tourist  
Development Council 

Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation
State of Florida, Division of  

Arts and Culture 

Terry Family Foundation
The Community Foundation  

For Northeast Florida
The Community Foundation  

of New Jersey

Theodore and Pauline Cohen  
Charitable Trust



904.261.5914 • info@wallacepierson.com • wallacepierson.com

In travel, it’s all about who you know. Let us introduce you...

WALLACE PIERSON TRAVEL
Member Virtuoso

Orchestrating enhanced, personalized  
travel experiences by partnering with the 
world’s leading luxury travel companies  

for over 50 years!

Custom Itineraries | Villas
Cruises | Tours | Hotels

Everything Amelia
plus much more!

Visit us online at
ameliaislander.com

ISLANDER
M A G A Z I N E

Amelia
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Volunteers
Debra Adams
Carrie Anderson Mays
Regan Anderson Mays
Cynthia Bonczkiewicz
Karen Bowden
Lucy Bryan
Linda Cooley
Carol Copithorne
Ken Copithorne
Susan Barry
Gerry Custer
Doris Davis
Anita  Domnitz
Jackie Dorst

David Dunnmon
Bob Eberle
Richard and Ellen Esser
Lea Gallardo
Dan Groth
Lois Gurney
Steve Halloway
Ruth Igoe
Victoria Isernia​
Ginny James
Gene Janicke
Karen Keiffer
Deborah Kessler 
Lis Krawiecki

Munsell McPhillips
Lyle and Murielle LaBeaud
Alwynne Lamp
Don McCarron
Jim and Susan 

McCutcheon
Laura June McDuffie
JW McKinnie
Jamie Nelson 
Cheryl O’Donoghue
David Olson 
Stewart Pikula
Janet Plosser
Robert Prager

Barry Puhr
Linda Richardson
Sandra Rogers
Martyna Salome
Joan Shelly
Sue Sinor
Judy Skaggs
Anna Tanner
Lila Templeton
Roy Truitt
Denise Ventura
Dawn Wagner
Tom Whittemore

Special Thanks (continued)

l’elisir
d'amore

Curtis Tucker,Curtis Tucker,

General & Artistic DirectorGeneral & Artistic Director

Curtis Tucker,
General & Artistic Director

For group rates:
(904) 417-5555

hello@firstcoastopera.org

2026-2027 SEASON2026-2027 SEASON2026-2027 SEASON

The Elixir
Of Love

Gaetano Donizetti

The Elixir
Of Love

Gaetano Donizetti

DEC 31, 7:30PM |DEC 31, 7:30PM |    JAN 2, 2:00PMJAN 2, 2:00PMDEC 31, 7:30PM |  JAN 2, 2:00PM

Lewis AuditoriumLewis Auditorium

Historic St. AugustineHistoric St. Augustine

Lewis Auditorium
Historic St. Augustine

The Tender Land
Aaron Copland

The Tender Land
Aaron Copland

FEB 27, 7:30PM |FEB 27, 7:30PM |    FEB 28, 2:00PMFEB 2�, 2:00PMFEB 27, 7:30PM |  FEB 28, 2:00PM

Ancient City FarmsteadAncient City Farmstead

St. AugustineSt. A�g�stine

Ancient City Farmstead
St. Augustine

FirstCoastOpera.orgFirstCoastO�era.orgFirstCoastOpera.org

Annual NewAnnual New

Year’s EveYear’s Eve

champagnechampagne

performance!performance!

Annual New
Year’s Eve

champagne
performance!

On stage atOn stage at

the Grandthe Grand

Cypress Barn!C!press �arn!

On stage at
the Grand

Cypress Barn!



Scan to Buy Tickets!

Join us for our 26th Season
with the world’s greatest 

internationally known musicians, 
and more fun than ever
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REWIRED
COPPER COMPANY

F O R G E D  B Y  H A N D
P O W E R E D  B Y  P U R P O S E

TRANSFORMATION 
IS BEAUTIFUL

Just like copper is 
rewired and repurposed, 
lives and communities 

can be transformed  
for good.

EVERY PIECE 
HAS A PURPOSE

From materials 
to mission, 

intentionality is 
woven into  

every bracelet.

SUSTAINABILITY 
MATTERS

Using salvaged copper 
keeps waste out of 
landfills and brings 

new life to discarded 
materials.

WE RISE BY 
LIFTING OTHERS
Joining forces with 

purpose-driven 
organizations to 
inspire hope and 
support healing.

At Rewired Copper Company, 
we are driven by our passion 

to create high-quality cuff 
bracelets forged by hand from 

salvaged copper.  

REWIREDCOPPERCOMPANY.COM
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Executive Board 
Emma Mills Bledsoe, President
Marsha Joyner, Vice-President
Lauren Templeton, Secretary
Vicki Whittemore, Treasurer

Board Members At Large 
Nancy Bartmess,  
	 Development Committee Chair
Jeanne Conner
Anne Coonrod
Jeffrey Hirshberg
Beth Marasco Ivins, Housing
Carrie Anderson Mays,  
          Marketing Committee Chair
Tom Pippin
Irene Sanchez
Dr. Martha Wilkins

Executive Director
Robyn Lamp

Business Manager
Stephania Dunnmon

Leadership Team 

2026-2027

Our Mission
Present the world’s greatest musical artists in chamber music concerts of classical 
and alternative genres for diverse audiences.

Offer music education to concert attendees, students, and aspiring young musicians.

Promote local businesses and tourism by attracting music lovers from Nassau 
County, Northeast Florida, and beyond.

The Amelia Island Chamber Music Festival, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. It is registered with the State of Florida and is in good standing 
with regards to its Solicitation of Contributions regustration (#CH19166).
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-
FREE, WITHIN THE STATE, 1-800-HELP-FLA (800-435-7352), OR VIA THE INTERNET AT WWW.FLORIDACONSUERHELP.COM. REGISTRATION 
DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. #CH19166

Founder
Christopher Rex

Brochure design by Bill Ivins at Ivins Ink Studio, Fernandina Beach.



Amelia Island Chamber Music Festival
P.O. Box 15886
Fernandina Beach, FL 32035
aicmf.org

Tickets available at aicmf.org
Follow us on Facebook Amelia Island Chamber Music Festival 

and on Instagram @aicmfestival


